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* Chief Patrol Agent, Blaine, Hashington

" Joe] €. Hardin, Border Patrol Agent; Nomination for
. Newton-Azrak Award - o

o ATTEMfIONE;fﬁéqioﬁél-IhcentTVe*AWahdé-BOard f

' .fBordeP;Patroi'Aqeht,doel'C,”Hardin,-GS~9,<Bel1in9ham3 Washinaton, has. .. -
- greatly distinguished"himSeIf;1has*adVanCed,the,cause-of_service)to”the,’*“- 1
~community- in general and has projected an dmage highly favorable to' the
j::BOrdér~Patf01'and*to,the'Sérvice. He has" accomplished this by unstintin
__:appTication,of'his*qreat*expertise_in,the;exaqtingﬁandfdemanding-field; e
' ~of'S”archjandgreSCUe,by.means'of'thejtechnique known' in the Border Patrol
© -as sign cutting; that js”tojsayg'the'deteqtionfand_1ntarpreﬁationfofrany:E
© physical evidence whatSdeVér.tq_deduce*the,moveméntiand-passageiofi.l o
- persons, animals or things. - R R R Tt

’U*Agent'uardin‘srvepUtatidanS}afféremdst s1gn0utterfis,now;we11'éstah113h§d -
among search and rescue organizations throughout the western United States
-”"He{has”been'thezsubjétt;cf;feature'articles-jn the Sunday magazine section =
) of.IarQe¢metﬁopo11tan§newspapers:'he-has{beéh_invitedgto_participatg,as %
-a distinguished -guest in the current event program of ‘a larqe city
television station; he has been in demand as an acknowledged topnotch:
;_.1nstkﬂctér{in;seminars‘and.training.sessions throughout the northwést, ...
" and even in the east coast, including groups composed of volunteers.and. "
- Yaw enforcement: personnel; he has won the accolades of respected professionals.
E “and the gratitude of numerous citizens. for his consumnate skill, and " oo
. corresponding success, in Tocating_Tost-perSOns-and}fTéeTng.criminais!:??}:__“
. when allt otherrmethods-had-fai?ed;*inCTudinq the -usage of the fabled -~ .
o _bloodhounds. . - R - I R

© Ray-Artie Baker is a convicted murderer who escaped from a California . =~ .°
prison and who has been foundjto-be1associatedjw1th“anvOffshoqtiqf*the'_
. 'Saﬂly?notbrious*"MansonjGang";-'On_the'evehing of May 24, 1979, Baker - .
13”;ShOt?andbkilied_anneth_G;.Wardg,a-u.;S.;CUStoms;Inspector (and ex~Border
o Patr01 Agen;)iatithe:Port 0f¢Entry,;Lynden,%Nashington,’,After;f1eeingf"
" .from the scene with his fema]ejGOmpanion;-Baker_was_pﬂrsued_to an area . |
:;_fof;dense-wOOds;ibrushjand:nEtt1eS; A large manhunt ensued and many:
o _.officers and search dogs - added to,the.confusion{and.difficulty.of;tracking :
.._an armed, danaerous ‘and desperate mUrdérer;through,heavyjbrushgandj1n“khé*_, ;
,é@%?;dgrk.',Trainedzdogs”failed,because.of~the“numer005inettTES.1 For many = <

.- hours, Agent Hardin applied his unexcelled store and ‘command of signcutting -

o




-'favorab1e considerat1on of the qrant1nq of the Newton Azrak Award

e ,Border Patrol Agent Hardin Was.- born in Datario, Oreqon, and Grav up 1n
Emiett, Idaho.  In-1961 he joined the Nolice Department of ‘that ¢ity and:

- he is. a graduate of the Idaho Law Enforcement ‘Academy . He -joined the =
‘Border Patrol in April of 1965 and has served in Chula Vista and E1 Caion,f

Poge Two

o Reg. Comi., NRG
"iNovember 23, 1979 '

"~Ask111s and. continued to pursue ‘his murderous prey He was accompanied =~ .
by two local Taw enforcement officers who were there as his armed escort -
~to enable him to concentrate fully on his task. -Lveryone else had to be .
= withdrawn to prevent further damage to the confusinq nhy31ca1 evidence
- in the trampled. search area, Shortly. after dawn on May 25, Agent -~
" Hardin's command performance once again netted results and Baker and o
" his girlfriend were both captured. A detailed account by anevewitness, . -
‘Detective David McNeill of the Bellingham, Wa., Police Department s
iappended as an ‘unbiased descrintion and tribute to Aqent Hardin s

awesome La1onts

- The Sheriff of Whatcom County virote on June 8 1979 to commend Joel _
Hardin for his d111qence and persistence in track1no Baker and added that
“"Words cannot-express my admiration for his abilities and his determination

- Likewise, Clarence L. Binoham, Regional Commissioner of the U, 5. Customs .
Service, San Francisco, wrote to express "our sincere anpreciation to

- your staff for their extraordinary round-the-clock efforts following.

~ _the shoating of Customs Inspector Kenneth G. Ward." Additionally, :an

. Assistant U. S. Attorney wrote our: Central Office o1v1ng praise and : -

. credit to Agent Hardin for his invaluable contribution to the Baker case, . -

" The letter was partially quoted An the July-Auqust- -September issue of '

o the -INS Information Bu11etin and & copy of the artic1e is also attached
- for reference _ _

" There is no doubt that the fuqit1ve cou1d have e]uded the po11ce 1f it
- -were not for. Border Patrol Agent Hardin's special skill in siqncutt1nq
“His unusual competence in the 1ine of duty and performance in law =

enforcement are standards for. others to attempt to emulate and deserve'

Ca. and, since October of 1972, at Bellingham, Wa. He resides 1n Evarson,{rf!

Y yan w1th his u1fe, Janet, and their four dauqhters

Lf;'Sugqested citation: To Border Patro] Agent Joel C Hardin, in recoqn1t10nff;

. of his continued and exémplary service to the community and to the mission ...
~of law enforcement in general through the app11cation of h1q special -
_talents in search and: rescue. _

'w i *’ ( € *;:/z ol
CFELIX 7, CHYNAR, - _

~ Chief Patr01 Aqent Lo

1Attachments




: ©On 5/24/79. shor”,yﬁafter 8 OO P. M., Detcctive B :hrand myself responded :
o En . officer down .that occurred at: the Lynden ot oof: Enrry Suspect
“vehicle. had been ‘chased to: a- point near Ivcrson whoro LhL buspect vehicle was
gaband0ned by onc ‘malearid one’ femdlu" '_ : - o

S ‘Detective Bui‘ch’ and myseli were:r equeblod Ao pu ln th'aandhut uoat
sGeshen and Ledarville Roads ‘and - work North® nlnng_thv-xivc through thc woods
oél Hardin,: U. S.: Border’ Patrol and Deputy R, Petorsofi,: NCSO Were. physically
racking the. suspects south’ ‘along’ Nooksack R yey thlnuph dense’ hrush. Tt -
W flearnud via radio transmission that Hn]din had iru(kwd the suspects Ln"ﬂj:
‘& pointiwliere one paiy of an.s"*ahuo‘,,‘nui one padyof Caickswere Totingd s R
Deteutive Bureh nnd mvavli worv avquoalpd 100 move Ln';{{lu p;.pdjhb"hu
1ut_trcc.pt...; : RS Lo -

U AL approximately-ll 30 PM mVHLJi Dtivxllvv Uu:rh,_lut:n!mdn Huudv, :
,;;USBP and an - unlfuxmcd pulico oifJLOI gt ripean le(!llpl[UH Hae upprnzlmdtely
500 yards “abead of ‘Hardin® at a point between the viver dand: 1 ssion Road approx%-
ﬂ:mdtuly D.L half lec noith of the (ontra1 Roady Atcnldln o information

Jred .1_\?0(. _E\\ i adi_o B ¥ 1“."1“][‘1 Fons: ‘i1 n(tln \uv Coael fiie s pa || 1 :vll‘. ity th o drtl

RV L : o ,
R ,__.numvlimo ]dl(.l lt wils 1o pnrtml 1]\.;( lwn [-u S WL nl:'.«-lvul muvilu,__
“north oo the Idjllodd Lrackq to the west ol ud with thv'usv Ul_d nighL vision®
iiscope.- We bebdn to" walk out: o[ our, p051tion. Apptuximdtvly Lwonty to- thirty
- minutes affer: departure 1t was; rcported that ‘the Temale suspect ‘was in’ custody’“
afid"” the male was  obsérved runninh Anto dense brug1 aff of- Lhe Rohert_ B
'  ﬂhu a1vd surluunding the 51tinp*'ah hlork(d nII ’ Wh swastan nlou:?iv"
"approsimatuly one mile wide by two- milov 1onp hvtwovn ‘th ,MivﬂiOI,,thhu"
entral and. Roberis Road. nﬂhisT 5 d spalhvly populate ared’ rnnslqtingif
mas lv afs vvly thick undo:hruhh and nettTos, Chearoeli dnyw nnd COUCT  WOre
[aunt 40 at th poinL ol last apotLian.r'Uho'duh Were undhle'to Tollov -
“ the séent [01 very: long duée ‘to the rnettles bur 1np lheir noses, Aftar the'
?dobn'we1e broughtouL Hdrdin mysell and Peterson were. quifned to énterian
f r:Hardln to: attempt a physical track’ of tho’aubiovt. ~We ente rad the bTUS}
on the early mornjng hours ‘on.- 9/2)//9 ﬂL; he point on- hnhvrt- Rd. wére Deputy
fHuntoon ‘had “ebaerved: quspect Tun Intd |hn‘h1uah.-:with lhv usc ni f}dshliphts
' db]c Lo oberve -sohe thQi{d] iy : :
'“ Hdldln iol]owed a. path made by the scarch . dogy Lo thc puinL told to s
,by ‘the: handler. as being ‘the- point th dog bcgamo uuable Lu scnse because of
tthe damahe done by the nettles.. ( o '

ln Wo nt: u'['a""t_!w-
_ ln“ds(vr uin whethe
]n:- suspet

_er than likely followed the road west up Lho hill .
'; Several checkq were madc of thc rnad Areas Hdrdln lndicated thar at:;
'pcrsons and -one dog had.qcon on- (ho road onlv i qhort time before_
7 _"Hard il indicltad a pnjnt where: one.. Pergonhad. “eome, outronto the road . 7o
f{:om Lhe"djlhtllﬂn lhu-vuacht i]vd I:um and d|p!ox:m\fviy':0 IULt lrom wheref 
~the. dog 1UbL SLUﬂt.: : o : : o S
: CAU LTS tiwe we weu, m)LJi Jed tn ] i()p lt.n l«inp-;m;! ‘.ta" .i.n_o'n_c_ Spo't.v'u's_,.-
- nore dog"» Were h(’lﬂj’ ,unt O BRI rg’ /’M’

iHL}IJA 0
LR, s




1After all pcrsonnel ‘were:: removod from the dlLd, Wo-wvnt hd(k to - thL point
uspecL was - last observed aftcr the. app1chen o nf lho fomale, Hardin :
egari - cutting looking for any. sibn 1eft by the qque(l. Approximdtely 20“feet
o the brush Hardin pointed out - a path left by “one porson crawling benéath
~UE "'About five feet into Lhe bruoh we came across a - black comb: left

lho

Hardln sl n!ud thll k wdh 1oft

;_;road and out onto the 1oad From this poinL we worked our way R
e_h' l to the top of the road._ No indication was: noLed that - anyone'? L

: ,ﬁsingle person. After aboul JO feet 1uto thL brush; fhis
rossed by dog trackq and othersi A paLh Lhrough nettles s

in ono-apot., It was al&o'
_r:bnth knees. Hardin S
:dn 1 rd-sole fool wear.,” Prints“
findicated g wafflo type 5010, uixe ahout a nine or lou._ From Lhis pnfnt the SR
“track’ bebau no:Lh alonb the ‘erest Aig zébglng eome(hdt and veering to the westf“
towards the Mission Road. “"After- abour 50 yarde lfardin mado Indicatlon that
e'LraLk wcx( qniLe {resh and- 1t appoqlvd?lhe gubject wag in’ ntOLking feeL.
s evident at-several. poiats that the . lb]P{L heing le(fvd had: P'nwlcd o
1under logs and through’ hrush.- “dldln dindicated that: ho'liz(k was- very Tres h
d it dppoaxod that whocvcl we' were fnllowiup wits tlyinp to (OHIU‘O u8 nnd '
i robably knew we.wore not. t.oo far. behind, This z!pzlp qdttern Lotalod dhout
500 feet” beforc ‘the track went directly down the slope golny back easti "The -

'Etrail through the wet leaves and nettles was . quite evidcnt Fox approximately

3




'ffle;type sf1cs were being worn by ‘the. Lxuckod qubiect._7'- L
in Lho swampy area the traek seemed Lo ond fn a very hruhhy are'_

,t’was quite evident that the subJoct was 'trylng to nvoid Eeavinp”- R
' w. The sulject methodica]ly took ‘steps thluu;h the brush. to_-‘ '
dfthen used Lhe limbs to- po dpprnx{mdlvly H0 et te the w0
. ‘ a0 smail lmol I ol Lhen due o
_a sho:t distauce und back ro: thc northwest atong i lildthU!V R
101 approxlmate]y 200 yards At was, lﬂdi(d[od by Marddo that: the j”
trails and ‘it appcarod Lhat the Ilackud Wil Lrying
In 5everal apota where heavy brush was . pl]vd ERAES ua*'nvident
Lrylnb_to Lonfuse the: tracker. : Lo -

down aver Lho hily caaier]y [nwltd' thu'huhubl Rd AN
avdin going down the hidl, up uvoi asualls knoi]:
a'f]at hand ﬁulldtud anoa. Ailc aTew mlnutgs
, . , ] Llonrinb
'again towards the Roberts. Rd Hardin pointed ouL 1ndicatinns of
footprints and’ the indentations made that the: subjert was moving
_pldly and that we were probably right on top nf him._ we haqtened

'L dvel

/ i ” L=railroad
&ckta,whiéh i - noxl o Roberts Rd thp ﬂu-spv(t wnt: nhqmvvd by U‘ﬁ-,':”-’W
;hinilu JLLL ol Lhc bubject and’ dLnLiliod oursgivu und Luld LhL sub

! Automntic frnm iho wni lhnnd nf thv'ﬁuh]ect

Atime of 11 - Aalll)_il‘t towas strlp searched dad

edfover cOfwcso 101 Lransportation. SubJLcL 5 buubh,_qn(k%, telg, smal

nt of . Canadian money -and. the black comb previousjy iound wore turned'
o Customs ev1dence keeper by myse]f ;:. : - :




. mployees Praised

’tum to hmc

_'umnnunlllm I_w
U a_mmm‘ml:hlc : .|_xls' FO
to _ll_m.w_

Illmc'

Aut

-_'n|1 -Hrwm .Sln' wins nllml |
aast:” ._J-u.:r_d for- saving the boy's

-_:_#__'aé.-.'t_-'t' *

“Agents tianaged fo mntml_ eri
il hlceduw through properap

'- L_u‘dm’d whh s.me lhv na s dife,

a *'t'r.t'_:-

©lodal Slu'nff s departmend, h.u ked,
ded and apprchﬂulvlt_.m ke
L_ T BPA Dcn'm(a Warel,

.'&(Iy(kl

- fonod

. condinged
it ni,

wha die
’ wil'u are

= 15, uulu. Fast
: INQ cmplnyvvx Il.lw. . tnmui ol ny Iw ilmw'ul the escaped.

lwu ul which werd

l nrvlla '
un lhc cventm,

' iSherlff

 sim,

“Hardin -of
-.hnnpm;- ghout . phe umvutmu af e
: ,munlcrvt ofa ll..‘s Customs. lnxpctlm at
1 ymlvn _
an vwvll w:lm-«.\ i, tracking: al {theetrial.

. Bord"' S
“inforiyou that he was one of the most -
o '.lmprc&\lw "xperl w;tmsses 1t h-l‘; uvnrii-.
) __',hu‘n my pnwlcpc lu puf- an Iht‘ stanid, "'.'j -
Che- I,yud\‘u
'v\rcnmg of M.|y 24,

; med sénous mjuncs to Ius lcg .md S
n a collisioin.with-a light trmk ‘The

e of first aid medical tmlnuquv soand

_ _'-Il.mhn {
_(lw msu,hl th.lt llw jury mmcd thy

ces ety M, Norman, Gary B, BDecoeq

“Jones, and BP Pilot Lowis D,
~commended - by Shcnfi

lllunlpmn for- lhvir actions -

Stahl wire
Richard 1.

in .mprvhvminm thig (i.m;-cmux ¢ |||n|n.|]

A_jait break vecured ot the Presidio -
Lounly Rl - st - March o ingolvigp the

"t'\‘i.ipi: i Four prisondrs, ‘ofie of whon:. B
Cwis llw malvuiml wurderer,
-'l'.ttml Ageits mpumlml .uul immedis
"'.ulcly hvp.m a search \vtlll ollier:
ceriforcement
= Norman, Decocq and Fanes cut sipn on
CBilot Sl assisted by plane, Fhe -5

‘Our Border

officers.  While Wdrvl.

searcly Started -l “alinil ‘)'(lll" p'in.";uul
~unlil approximately . 6:30

smpcd s tracks were discovered -about
of - Marfa. 'lhc ‘tracks

_ahlw' whin was Found | hiding “jn 4

Craevice among some Gupe bondders. Noi
.Imnwuw whether 1he muan was .ummL :
'_mnsulcr.uhlv bravery was, exhibited by
Cagents’
Jones, who took him .into custody and -

Worel, Nurnmn, I)cmu; and

Jocnt: ¢

he toiluwlm- morning ~when a

dovunients’ unnpllcd while. ..l‘\__ Y
_'Smlm Inlcll Ag,um il McAHm bh.lffer

Spemal Recm,tmlon fm- l‘ormer In-

- iell Agent; SR Reg, AConmr. '_Durward

Powell offerg. mnpm{u]dtmm capd . a
fetter nl (mmuvml.mnn In (l‘llll nv.
Genld B SHAFEER (r.y fnt liig L’_H()H‘i
ii-umlil[t‘“!ﬂ' @ stoddy TG fy 'Iullllcnl

detivered him to- the Prmdlo (‘ounly B "f,-,.

- Assistant - U:,S" Mldrmy EN
Seattle, Wash., gives. t.ruht-.md---
Bo.’dur l’atroi Agent Joe!-
Bellmgham Jor-his: wid in

praise. . to

Wash, BPA lluniln teglificd as-

i a’letter to the Asst. Commr,
Pairol, Mr, Sim ‘;dld o wish to

CAfteér k!”lli[.. ac mlnms lnapcx(nr_ at
border crossing o . Ahe
‘the, suspec -and a4
compaiion dmvu away fromthe port of
entry 'md eventually ahandoned their-

car ‘on-u ‘farm’ abomt 15 miles dway.
. Mlhnnyi\ dn;, tv.un'. wcr(, un able'to pick
Soapea draily

A;,vnl tlardin,- hcunmng il
tiltnost - nudmrlll wias .ih_lv h) !r.ul; the

Ih‘vuu' u:uplt'

Sinsaid ol Hardin, “Ilis lulmmuy._ -
_.1\ 10 wh.ll the ~.u\pcct (Iu! f[{,., wilk, ©
G e e erawl, et
Mar{a ‘Sectar Border Pitrol Agents, - S
’an(imp to a call for assistance from

pdtm, cvide): was’ ingtru-
meatal 4t lrml in rchu!imy, (hc (Icfc.nw o
élaim of msamty, or-ack mmlal .
capavity il the tinie of ‘the event. Apvnt :
luinmmy prnv:dul most 6f -

I TR

umfmcm e,

Rondld U stinding efforts of other Sector Intell,’
'_.--Al,cuts and (ll.\l{.,ll.ll(‘d lnte!l
: Those  te be honored wlll be dmsun for‘
umu.u.ul efforis i in cllhr
'lymm. “or !nncfy llt\‘st‘ltlllld(lnﬂ of in-.
--'_'.Icl[lpvncc ' :

[ Rhymeg n{" Lhe ’I‘xmeg] .

-:rqﬁ.lrd 1o the def; 'mlanl s at.livmcs that-_'ﬁ
~ night, : :

hmlu i hy Hw'( _()' Intcll .
it " waus pmpowd 10, honor ‘ot

U njt,

Officers."

m!lcmting. ann«l

21 was 1mpr|,ssed and fI know the_

_'Judpu and jury were-glsp itllbresscd by*
‘e IuLh regard - ip: Whlt.h seafch ‘and ‘
'IIL“N ey
“people Imltl Joel lhrdm as atra ‘ker".
's.mi Snn - L .

as well as.law cnforumpnt B




